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REDUCTION AS A PRINCIPLE

Lighting designer Davide Groppi fascinates with minimalist, technically sophisticated luminaires

In the world of lighting design, Davide Groppi stands for a clear design language, technical sophistication
and a very unique, understated aesthetic: the Italian designer creates luminaires that are reduced to the
essentials - and therefore have a powerful effect. Minimalist, often almost invisible, they blend into the
room instead of dominating it. Shapes, colors and materials are reduced to a minimum. One example of
this is the "Infinito” luminaire, a thin strip of light that can be stretched across the room - and sets accents
like an architectural element. It is not intended to be decorative, but functional, but has a strong visual
impact. Or the "Nulla" - which translates as "nothing” - and that's how it appears: yvou look in vain for a
lampshade: the light emerges from a tiny round opening in the ceiling and illuminates rooms in a subtle
way: "In principle, we were always looking for absolute light, a light that comes from a distance, almost
without a source,” explains the designer from Piacenza, adding: "Every time we look at Nulla, we have the

feeling that we can't do any better. Its only goal is to hide and give all the attention to what it illuminates.”

The plavyful, witty Davide Groppi also comes through in some of the lights: For example with his Race Of
Lights wall light, an electrified carrera track on which light bulbs can be placed at will like cars. And with
another, he has fulfilled people’s dream of bringing the moon into their homes: The Moon - a simple vet
ingenious idea that took shape in 2005 and is still pure magic 20 vears later. It is assembled in his factory
in Piacenza - which, including the light experience showroom, fills two large halls in the industrial area:
Japanese washi paper is painstakingly applied by hand to the Italian-made plastic spheres - with
diameters ranging from 60 centimetres to an impressive two meters. When illuminated, the textured

surface is reminiscent of the cratered landscape of the moon.

Incidentally, the Groppi story began in the late 19805 in a small store in the historic center of Piacenza, a
small Italian town not far from Milan: this is where Davide Groppi started his career as a lighting designer
as a young man - although, as he savs, he initially wanted to become a mathematician. But light fascinated
him even more - and a small business quickly turned into something bigger. From the very beginning, he
was fascinated by the designs of Munich-based Ingo Maurer, visiting him several times when he was voung
- and also had similar ideas: Experimental lights, partly made from recycled materials. Over time, he
developed his very own style - "architectural light™: light that sets the scene for the room, supporting it,
sometimes subtly and sometimes concisely. Today, 80 people work in his manufactory - and a look inside
shows that this is a place of intensive work and development: There is intensive tinkering and work going
on here. Everyone clearly enjovs their work. And when the boss walks through, everyone is delighted to

see him - his calm, structured manner combined with Italian nonchalance and friendliness is well received.
Over the yvears, more and more commissions have been received from architecture firms specializing in
design, private homes and luxury residences. But the Italian's order books are also filled with commissions
for museums, hotels, stores and (Michelin-starred) restaurants. Some of the world’s most famous chefs,
including Albert Adria and Massimo Bottura and many more, have ordered lighting concepts from Davide
Groppi for their restaurants. Behind the seemingly simple appearance of all his luminaires lies
sophisticated technology. Modern LED technology, dimmable, modular or designed to be particularly

space-saving.

A visit to the new store in Munich is also worthwhile: The "Spazio Esperienze™ at Unterer Anger 14, 30331
Munich, in collaboration with candela lighting, has been open since June 2025 and showcases the exciting

universe of the Groppi lighting family.

www.davidegroppi.com



